Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 93 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.055; wR factor = 0.143; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.9.
The title compound, C 15 H 13 NO 2 , was synthesized by Nalkylation of methyl bromoacetate with 9H-carbazole. The carbazole ring system is essentially planar (mean atomic deviation = 0.0346 Å ) and makes a dihedral angle of 86.5 (7) with the methyl acetate group. Weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonding is present in the crystal structure. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Related literature
D-HÁ Á ÁA D -H HÁ Á ÁA D Á Á ÁA D -HÁ Á ÁA C15-H15BÁ Á ÁO2 i 0.98 2.
Comment
The title compound is useful as an intermediate in the synthesis of 2-(9-carbazole) acetyl chloride, a novel fluorescence derivatization reagent (Xie et al., 2006; Bong et al., 1992) . We report here the crystal structure of (I), which is of interest to us in the field. The molecular structure of(I) is showed in Fig.1 . The bond lengths and angles are within normal ranges (Allen et al., 1987) . The carbazole ring system is essentially planar with mean deviation of 0.0346 Å. The methylacetate substituent adopts a fully extended conformation, and its mean plane forms a dihedral angle of 93.5 (7)° with the carbazole mean plane. In the crystal structure weak C-H···O hydrogen bonding in present (Table 1) .
Experimental
The title compound was prepared by the method reported in literature (Xie et al., 2006) . The crystals were obtained by dissolving the title compound (0.1 g) in methanol (20 ml), and evaporating the solvent slowly at room temperature. Colorless prism-shaped crystals were formed after 3 d.
Refinement
H atoms were placed in calculated positions and refined in ride mode with C-H = 0.95, 0.99 and 0.98 Å for aromatic, methylene and methyl H atoms. U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with the atomic numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids were drawn at the 30% probability level. Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods Extinction correction: none 
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